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Trisha Thomas 
JOY TO THE WORLD was the theme 
for the Concordia University 1999 
Christmas Concert held in the Buetow 
Memorial Music Center Saturday Dec. 
4 at 7:30, Sunday December 5 at 3:00 
and 7:30. The Jubilate Choir and 
Christus Chorus, Bell Choir, Band, and 
Chamber Ensemble performed a vari-
ety of Christmas music. 
There was a mix of traditional 
and not-so traditional music that made 
this a truly special event. The audience 
was also able to participate by singing 
hymns such as 0 Come, All Ye Faithful, 
and of course, Joy to the World.. 
The Christus and Jubilate Choirs 
sang parts of Johann Sebastian Back's 
Christmas Oratorio, as well as carols 
from Poland, France and Africa. The 
Chamber Ensemble contributed the 
beautiful Andante, also by Bach. The 
bell choir rang in the season with 
Ukranian Bell Carol and the band 
played a medly of English carols. 
All three concerts had a wonderful 
turnout, which added to the musical 
reward for the time and dedication put 
in by all performers. The concerts also 
featured soloists, both instrumental 
and vocal which added a beautiful con-
trast to the ensemble music. The 
Christmas season at Concordia 
University has officially begun with the 
stunning Christmas Concert. 
Look for news on the upcoming choir 
trip to Poland in future issues! 
Sarah Johnson 
On November 17 the student senate 
sponsored a "Listening Post" held in the 
student union. This event gave students 
an opportunity to state problems and 
concerns they have about issues on 
Concordia University's campus. 
Through the "Listening Post," concerns 
could be evaluated and productive steps 
can take place to solve them because 
they are being viewed in a constructive 
atmosphere. This is more beneficial 
than complaints that have no direction. 
The Listening Post also served as a fol-
low-up procedure to the complaint box. 
Student senate allowed students to write 
down any and all complaints on paper 
and then submit them to the complaint 
box. The complaints included things 
from Marriott food, to only having one 
printer. The NCAA move, parking, 
financial aid/budget, and Marriott food 
proved to be the top concerns. At this 
meeting students were encouraged to 
Sarah Johnson 
On Tuesday evening, November 30, 
students, faculty and administration 
gathered in the Student Union at 
Concordia University • to hold an Open 
Forum to discuss the concerns of stu-
dents regarding the use of tuition dol-
lars and overall budget. Max Knoell, 
student body president, served as the 
coordinator and mediator of the event. 
The budget forum was the third stage in 
a process to listen better to students and 
allow students to express concerns and 
receive a clearer understanding of the 
operations taking place on Concordia's 
campus. This particular meeting 
focused on the operations of 
Concordia's budget and where tuition 
dollars are spent. 
President Bob Holst began the forum 
by opening with a prayer and stating the 
goal of the meeting. The goal was to lis-
ten to students, give information, reach 
an understanding and stay within the 
"spiritual framework" of the Christian 
Gospel. In forming a budget Holst gave 
a brief three-point outline of a budget's 
intentions. First, every item in the 
budget must be a part of Concordia's 
mission statement: "Prepare students 
for thoughtful and informed living so 
they may be servants of God, communi-
ty and the world." Second, Hoist made 
it clear that all budget information is 
discuss problems and concerns openly so 
that the Student Senate could record 
them and do follow-up research on them. 
The next step of the process involved 
narrowing down all of the complaints 
and ranking them in order of impor-
tance. 
Forums to address each of the main 
issues will be held separately. The first 
one, addressing the school budget, took 
place November 30, 1999 in the Student 
Union. The others will be held next 
semester. 
Problems and concerns, when dealt 
with in a positive and informative way, 
can result in progress on the Concordia 
University campus. The purpose of the 
Listening Post, as well as the following 
forums, is to allow for better communi-
cation between the students and the 
administration. By doing this, students 
may address issues that have the capa-
bility of causing discord and improve life 
on Concordia's campus.  
available to all students on the Internet 
and the budget meetings are open to 
those who wish to attend. Finally, the 
purpose of the budget is to, "Free you to 
be students and free the faculty to be 
scholars," said Hoist. 
After this brief outline Hoist went on 
to discuss the broad process of forming 
the budget. The first step involves mak-
ing a "projected budget" for the upcom-
ing year. Currently they are working on 
developing a three-year budget projec-
tion but at present the projection spans 
only the upcoming year. During the sec-
ond step the cabinet debates this projec-
tion, deciding whether this budget is 
accurate or not. The next step involves 
looking at expenses; each vice president 
has a set budget. In the fourth step 
President Hoist sets the rough macro-
budget which then becomes open for 
debate. 
This debate follows a top- down, bot-
tom- up process. The vice presidents 
discuss with the deans, who in turn dis-
cuss with their boards and if a change 
must be made, then it goes back up to 
the President and starts all over again. 
The final budget is taken to the Board of 
Regents who approves it in October 
after the final fall enrollment is calcu-
lated. The budget is also monitored all 
year and audited by Ernsted Young at 
the end of the year. 
After deciding what areas will be bud-
geted, Tom Reese presented the actual 
breakdown of tuition dollars and where 
they fit into the budget. The six main 
areas included in the budget are 
Academic-Advancement, which is in 
charge of fund raising; Finance and 
Operations, which includes faculty 
salaries, human resources, room and 
board and other operations; President 
and Executive which includes the chapel 
budget, board of regions and 
Presidential travel expenses; and 
Student services and Grants and Loans 
which supports different kinds of schol-
arships offered. 
Tom Reese continued the presentation 
by breaking down an average $18,000 
tuition. A majority of the money, 
51.9%, which comes to $9,339 goes to 
the academic area. The second largest 
amount, 20.2%, or $3,634, supports the 
finance and operations area. Almost 
15%, $2, 666, goes to grants and loans 
and 5.9%, around $1,055, goes to stu-
dent services. Advancement would 
receive 5.15% or $927 while the 
Presidential budget, at the lowest end of 
the scale receives, 2.08% which equals 
$374. 
After seeing the breakdown of ordi-
nary tuition dollars, students were then 
allowed to ask questions of the President 
and other cabinet members present at 
the meeting. The first question was, 
"How does the Division II switch affect 
the budget and fit into the mission state-
ment?" President Hoist fielded this 
question by stating three main objec-
tives of the switch to NCAA is to gain 
academic recognition, witness to the 
Gospel and build excitement on campus. 
The move would also affect the budget 
process. Hoist said, "It is a risk, but is 
hopefully an investment that will bring 
increased revenue." The increased rev-
enue would ultimately be beneficial for 
the budget. 
Many other questions followed, 
addressing such issues as, the housing 
situation in the Mary apartments, the 
situation of having only one printer on 
campus, allowing students to attend 
budget meetings. 
After the open question time Max 
Knoell closed the meeting by thanking 
everyone for coming and reminding the 
students in attendance that the staff, 
faculty and even budget planning is 
"student-focused. . . .and the students 
The Sword staff 
wishes everyone a 
happy holiday sea-
son, safe travel 
and a restful 
break! God's 
blessings to you 
all! 
Student Senate Hosts Forum  
Budget Concerns Discussed 
Concordia Students Speak Out; 
Student Senate Listens 
Arts 
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Dunn Brothers Draws Diverse Crowd 
Jonna Stark 
Hey, if you need a break from the 
Holiday Shopping, check out this awe-
some coffee shop with good coffee and 
great music!!! 
A strong, fresh smell of coffee 
welcomes the customers as they enter 
Dunn Brothers' Coffee Shop on Grand 
and Snelling Avenue in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. The place is crowded—it 
always is. Soft jazz and blues music play 
over the speakers. A few customers are 
in a hurry to buy their coffee and rush 
off to their appointments. For the most 
part though, people are taking their 
time. They're talking to a friend, read-
ing a book, or working on their home-
work. "I love the atmosphere here," 
says Cara Schwartz, one of the workers, 
"It is so much more laid back than the 
big [coffee] chains." Not only is it laid 
back, but the shop exudes a nature of 
originality that customers love. 
Although Dunn Brothers 
recently became a chain, it still seems to 
keep up a standard that brings people 
back again and again. "I cannot drink 
Caribou or Starbucks coffee," 21-year 
old customer Jen firmly states, "The 
coffee is not as good as Dunn's; plus, 
pretentious yuppies seem to hang out 
there." The quality of Dunn Brothers' 
coffee is probably because they have 
their own roaster—something that very 
few coffee shops have anymore. This 
roaster allows them to keep the coffee 
beans extremely fresh because they can 
roast their own coffee on a daily basis. 
Not only is the quality of coffee 
excellent, but the atmosphere of the 
place also makes this shop unique. 
From old and young, to punk and prep-
py, Dunn Brothers attracts a unique 
blend of customers. Bob, 46, is sitting 
outside at one of the tables in front of 
Let it Snow, Let it 
Snow, Let it Snow 
Sarah Klemp 
I have been a performer since day 
one! I absolutely love performing. I 
remember around Christmas time 
when there was snow covering the 
country hillsides where I lived, I was 
inspired to write songs....spontaneous-
ly. My two older sisters, Paula and 
Anna, and I shared a room together. 
On the nights when the snow was 
falling, my sisters would ask me to sing 
them an original song. I would always 
agree, because I love to perform! 
"Snowflakes are falling," I would sing 
to them, often off key, but it did not 
matter; it was my song. I would sing 
my heart out. My sisters would always 
start giggling. I demanded to know 
what they were laughing about. Every 
single time this happened, and it hap-
pened quite often, they would tell me 
they had just heard a really funny joke. 
They would tell me the joke, the same 
joke every time, but it satisfied me; I 
kept on singing about how the snow 
sparkles when the sun shines on it until 
my sisters started giggling again. We 
went through this pattern every night! 
It did not matter to me if they were 
laughing or not. I loved singing for 
them. In our family, whenever it starts 
to snow, we sing the one line that has 
been remembered from my songs, "The 
snowflakes are falling." I wonder what 
new songs this Christmas will bring to  
the shop. His feet are up on the table 
and he is relaxing. In one hand he's 
holding a_ cup of coffee and in the other 
he's holding a half-smoked cigar. Bob 
has been a recovering alcoholic and 
drug addict for 23 years. He started fre-
quenting this coffee shop 10 years ago 
when he moved to St. Paul. He tries to 
make it to the shop once a day. He loves 
Dunn Bros. diverse clientele and he also 
likes that it reminds him of an European 
bistro. "I've formed some very good 
friendships here in the course of 10 
years," he says. Bob fondly recalls how 
he has seen kids grown up before his 
very eyes at Dunn Brothers. He says, 
"I've talked to high school students who 
regularly come in for coffee. And then a 
few years down the road they'd be in 
college. Then I'd see them bring in a 
boyfriend or girlfriend. Before I know 
it, they're buying coffee with a wife by 
their side and a child in their arms." 
For Bob, Dunn Brothers is a perfect 
place to read the paper or a book, con-
template life, or just unwind from his 
day. Bob also enjoys Dunn Brothers 
because it is so easy to strike up a con-
versation with anyone. He talks about a 
wide variety of subjects with others 
including spirituality and his Native 
American heritage. As he is smoking, a 
man walks out of the store with a latte in 
his hand and says goodbye to Bob as he 
walks toward his car. "That man," Bob 
explains, "is an attorney. We share with 
each other parenting dilemmas and 
joys." 
The List is Out 
Carrie Wissbeck 
In honor of the holiday season, we've 
compiled a list of some of our favorite 
Christmas movies. So, whether you're 
worn out from Christmas shopping or 
studying for finals, take a break and 
catch one of these classic Christmas 
movies: 
It's a Wonderful Life (1946) 
The perennial Christmas favorite. 
You've seen it a hundred times, but 
somehow it never gets old! 
White Christmas (1954) 
Another classic with Bing Crosby, 
Danny Kaye, and Rosemary Clooney. A 
good one to watch with the 
family...again. 
A Christmas Story (1983) 
Ralphie is determined to convince his 
parents, teachers, and Santa that a Red 
Ryder BB gun is not only safe, but also 
the perfect gift for him this Christmas. 
A much-loved film mentioned by many 
of those surveyed. 
Holiday Inn (1942) 
Bing Crosby, Fred Astaire in a happy lit-
tle musical love story. 
Miracle on 34th Street (1947 and 1994, 
Twenty-three year-old Saskia, 
another regular at Dunn's, and her 
father Lou Eijssen, 55, are sitting 
together at a table inside. Lou is from 
the Netherlands. He is visiting his 
daughter who lives in St. Paul and 
attends Macalester University. She may 
be studying and he may be reading, but 
they still feel they are getting quality 
time with one another just by being in 
each others' company. And of course, 
Lou Eijssen is enjoying some "good cof-
fee" which comes in much bigger cups 
than he is used to in the Netherlands. 
Not only are the coffee and atmosphere 
good at Dunn Brothers, but the live 
music every Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday nights continues to help 
crowd the quaint coffee shop. The per-
formers include a variety of different 
music styles and talents, and the live 
music always draws a large and unique 
crowd. Even on music nights—which 
tend to be a little more rowdy—the shop 
is still laid back and relaxed as the reg-
ulars continue in their daily Dunn coffee 
rituals. "I've worked here for four 
years," says Jamie, another worker, "I 
love being here. If it was for the money, 
I'd definitely leave. But it's not; I stay 
because of the incredible people I meet." 
If you want to visit a place with quality 
coffee and a unique atmosphere, check 
out this shop on Snelling and Grand. 
Dunn Brothers opens at 6:30am and 
closes at 1 1pm on Monday through 
Friday. On Saturday, it opens at 7:30 
and closes at midnight, and on Sunday it 
though most seem to prefer the origi-
nal) 
Is Santa real? A great film, you've seen 
it, but it's Christmas—you can see it 
one more time. 
A Christmas Carol (too many versions to 
list) 
Everyone has his or her favorite version 
of this Dickens favorite. Whether it's the 
Disney version or the 1938 version, it's a 
classic. 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas (1966) 
All the Whos down in Whoville...a great 
cartoon to make you smile. 
National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation 
(1989) 
A more recent classic Christmas come-
dy. 
Home Alone (1990) 
Didn't you love to pretend that you 
could set up such a great booby-trap? 
Little Women (1949 and 1994) 
Both versions are wonderful. Sort of a 
Christmas story, definitely a feel good 
movie. 
Mixed Nuts (1994) 
Steve Martin, a crisis hotline and 
Christmas. It has to be good. 
(Shane Eggerstedt/Sword) 
The Cattle are Bowling 
Carrie Wissbeck 
For your reading enjoyment—misheard 
Christmas song lyrics! 
Away in the Manger 
Misheard Lyrics: The cattle are bowl-
ing...or The cattle are mowing...or The 
cattle are blowing... 
Correct Lyrics: The cattle are lowing... 
Feliz Navidad 
Misheard Lyrics: There's fleas on my 
dog or Her knees are knobby now! or F-
leas on my dog or At least mommy died 
or Please never die 
Correct Lyrics: Feliz Navidad 
Jingle Bells 
Misheard Lyrics: Dashing through the 
snow with on horse, soap, and sleigh 
Correct Lyrics: Dashing through the 
snow in a one-horse open sleigh 
Joy to the World 
Misheard Lyrics: Let every heart pre-
pare a broom and having a manger 
scene... 
Correct Lyrics: Let every heart prepare 
him room and heaven and nature sing... 
0 Tannenbaum 
Misheard Lyrics: Oh time bomb, oh time 
bomb 
Correct Lyrics: 0 tannenbaum, 0 tan-
nenbaum 
Santa Claus is Coming to Town 
Misheard Lyrics: He's making a list, 
chicken and rice 
Correct Lyrics: He's making a list and 
checking it twice 
Silent Night 
Misheard Lyrics: Drown young virgin! 
or Run you virgins, mother and child 
Correct Lyrics: Round yon virgin, moth-
er and child 
Silent Night 
Misheard Lyrics: Silent night, hold me 
tight 
Correct Lyrics: Silent night, holy night 
Winter Wonderland 
Misheard Lyrics: In the meadow we can 
build a snowman and pretend that he is 
partially brown.or In the meadow we can 
build a snowman, and pretend like he is 
sparse andbrown 
Correct Lyrics:In the meadow we can 
build a snowman and pretend like he is 
Parson Brown 
Winter Wonderland 
Misheard Lyrics: Later on, we'll per-
spire... 
Correct Lyrics: Later on, we'll con-
spire... 
Winter Wonderland 
Misheard Lyrics: Walkin' round in 
women's underwear. 
Holiday Movie Favorites; 
Something for Everyone 
Editorial 
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Letter from the Editor 
Power of the press...that's what I'm 
flexing now in the hopes that I will be 
heard. There have been several prob-
lems on campus as most of you are well 
aware of. I'm going to attempt to 
address some of them. First of all a rift 
has occurred. I am on Student Senate, 
I'm editor of this paper, I am involved 
with music and theatre and I know a lot 
of athletes; because of this I see all sides 
of complaints. The church work stu-
dents think the athletes are ruining the 
atmosphere of the school, the athletes 
want to be treated with respect and 
want the student body to take pride in 
their sports. The soccer players want to 
be taken as seriously as the other teams. 
Student Senate wants people to stop 
blaming them for everything, and the 
faculty ends up taking the heat from 
EVERYBODY. Is there a stereo type of 
athletes? Yes. Is there also a stereo type 
for DCE students and pre-seminary stu-
dents? Yes. Does that mean that 
Concordia can not be a University for 
both? Absolutely not. Why can't we see 
that both are good for the school? 
Concordia is trying something new. 
This Division II move can be a good 
thing. The Golden Bear can be a good 
thing. Maybe there were some bad deci-
sions in promoting it, but without all the 
facts, we have no right to complain. I 
have printed letter after letter of the two 
sides of the argument. Now that all the 
sentiments are out, we should deal with 
it. How can we deal with it? First of all 
I think it takes a little tolerance. 
**Editor's note** This letter refers to the 
very recent departure of Concordia 
University's Men's and Women's soccer 
coach, Brian Doherty. 
The Sword invites all oppinions on this 
matter. 
It would likely behoove me to 
speak reasonably and sanely. It is unfor-
tunate that this particular method of 
communication would prove ineffective 
in addressing those who are themselves 
seemingly devoid of reason—Know that 
it is not without great thought and a 
heavy heart that this letter is written. 
There is no greater waste in this tem-
poral world than the wasting of oppor-
tunity. What a shame that this destruc-
tive behavior has disclosed itself so bla-
tantly in the matter of former 
Concordia soccer coach Bryan Doherty. 
Concordia University has decided. 
Concordia University has decided to 
anger more than thirty students who are 
intimately connected to Bryan Doherty. 
Concordia University has decided that it 
would not only anger, but would also be 
unresponsive to the pleas of the afore-
mentioned. Concordia University has 
decided that it does not want to attract a 
heretofore-unknown number of new stu-
dents each new school year. Concordia 
Secondly, I think it takes a little under-
standing. Thirdly, there needs to be a 
little less selfishness; Concordia is not a 
place for one type of student. I'm not 
trying to blame anyone; I have been 
guilty of the complaining many times. 
I' saying that it is time that we all did 
something about it. 
This brings me to another point. 
Student Senate recently held a listening 
post followed by a forum on the budget. 
Neither of these were very well attend-
ed, but yet everyone seems to find time 
to complain and moan. Senate is con-
sidering not hosting any more forums. 
Why should they keep trying? There is 
no reason for Senate to do everything. 
The students need to take initiative and 
responsibility if anything is going to be 
changed, dealt with, or if any voices are 
going to be heard. The forums could be 
a good thing. We can make some 
changes in this school; however, none of 
these changes can be made by one per-
son, or even one group alone. Senate is 
working on reformatting the forum idea 
so that it accommodates everyone, and 
can be most effective to make the 
changes. The students need to take the 
school seriously, as well as taking them-
selves seriously. Can everything be 
changed this year? No. Can we work 
on one or two things? Of course. 
Now is the time to get involved. If the 
student body is unable to handle change 
then the school will become stagnate. 
What is more important than the school 
becoming stagnate is being able to 
University has decided that, although it 
feigns allegiance to establishing a suc-
cessful athletic program, its promises 
are nothing more than empty rhetoric. 
Concordia University has decided that 
there is only one thing secondary to the 
Word, and that is the Golden Bear. And 
the Golden Bear does not like soccer. 
It is more than these however. It is 
more than broken promises, the turning 
of deaf ears, and a penchant for inflict-
ing irritation. It is the development of 
an affinity for the refusal to commit. 
Perhaps Concordia is unsure of God's 
plan for the future, perhaps it is the 
simple human incapability for making 
good on a commitment. Or, perhaps it 
doesn't matter, for perhaps this has 
become the status quo. 
With the past having been written, and 
while the future remains unknown, stare 
shamefacedly at your utter failure, and 
commit. Commit to challenging the new 
way of doing business, commit to recti-
fying any mistakes over which you still 
have jurisdiction, and commit to reform 
your thinking. If nothing else, pray that 
the Lord grants you the wisdom and 
strength of character needed to better 
govern this institution in the future. 
Joshua Whitcomb 
adapt to change when Concordia is in 
the past. Everyone that comes through 
the university is one their way some-
where. The world is constantly chang-
ing. Things can change for the better or 
the worse, you are in charge of how it 
affects you. 
The changes that Concordia 
University are going through right now 
can be exciting. As all changes are, they 
are rough in the beginning. It is incred-
ible how much potential we have as a 
school right now. It would be terrible to 
ruin this. We are the ones who are going 
to leave this legacy behind. It is the cur-
rent student body who holds the key to 
the dynamics that this University is 
going to hold in the next several years. 
That is an incredible responsibility to 
hold, and a rewarding one. It is a 
responsibility charged to the students of 
the Christ-centered University. I realize 
that not all of the students are 
Christians—thatt's fine, this is your 
school too. It does mean that the school 
that you have chosen is a Christian 
University with a mission statement 
that centers around the Gospel; that 
needs to be respected. 
Concordia isn't an institution. It is a 
living place. It is made up of people, 
people who form the characteristics of 
what kind of school it is. Take pride in 
that, take proud in the Golden Bear. 
Athletes, go to the music events, go see 
the plays. Theatre people, go see a vol-
leyball game, cheer for your team. 
Church work students, it will be your 
Professor takes 
pride in students 
Schunk, Knoell 
Dear Concordia University 
Community: 
I want you to know that I have always 
been proud of the students at 
Concordia University, but I can't 
remember a time that I was prouder 
of them than on this last Tuesday 
evening. 
I attended the student forum from 7-
9 p.m. at the Student Union. This 
forum dealt with difficult and poten-
tially divisive issues. I want to com-
plement President Max Knoell, 
Student Senate President, and Jake 
Schunk, Student Senate Secretary for 
the professional way in which they 
ran the forum. 
Further, I compliment the students of 
Concordia University who attended. 
They asked fair and challenging 
questions. Even more important was 
the thoughtful and respectful manner 
in which they addressed both the 
administrators and fellow student col-
leagues. 
I realize that with all tough issues, 
everyone does not get everything they 
want. This will probably never hap-
pen. However, we need to continue the 
dialog with each other. We need to 
dialog so we can understand each 
other's points of view. Because of this 
things will change positively and we 
will reach our goals. 
Last of all, I am comforted because I 
know we will be in good hands down 
the road, that is, if the other night is 
any indication of the leadership abili-
ties of the next generation. 
Thank you Concordia students. You 
make me proud. 
The Sword welcomes your 
opinions, so write in whatever 
you have to say. Letters to 
the Editor reflect the author's 
opinion and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the 
Sword editors or Concordia 
University. 
From the President 
Christmas: Past, 
Present, and 
Beyond... 
When we meet after semester break we 
will have moved from the 1900's to the 
year 2000. For some reason, many fear 
that transition. I do not. There is no 
religious reason for the fear. If you 
count millennia by the birth of Jesus of 
Nazareth, the 2000th anniversary of his 
birthday took place already 3 or 4 years 
ago. Some fear our computers. True, 
computers may glitch, but computers 
are tools. Tools do not rule our lives. 
Christmas is a time to remember the 
past, celebrate the present, and have 
visions for the future. I have fond mem-
ories, as a little boy, sitting in the snow 
bank watching my father climb the tall 
pine trees near our house. In some of 
the top branches, he would find our 
Christmas tree. My two brothers and 
sisters and I would then drag that 
branch home where, with my mother 
and father, we would decorate it with 
strings of popcorn, handmade decora-
tions and some precious ornaments from 
Mother's Christmas storage box. 
Christmas present embraces family, 
friends, and the Concordia campus. I 
have enjoyed walking the campus at 
night, seeing the Christmas decorations 
shining from various residence hall 
rooms. I enjoyed putting the lights in 
front of our own house to somehow 
brighten the long winter evenings. As 
the first semester ends, I do believe 
"LIFE IS PRAISE." 
What does the year 2000 and beyond 
bring? None of us knows. But where 
there is faith and love, there is also hope. 
Christmas should be a spiritual time. 
For those of us who are Christian, we 
believe the future is held in God's love in 
Jesus Christ. That love dreams of a time 
when the blind will see, the deaf will 
hear, the lame will walk, the poor will 
hear good news as the prophet Isaiah 
wrote so long ago. This Christmas, by 
the grace of God, I dream of a future 
where the homeless will have homes, the 
hungry will have food, and the unloved 
will know love. 
May God fill your holiday season and 
thoughts with pleasant memories from 
the past; precious experiences from the 
present and profound grace based hope 
for the future. 
Soccer Player Speaks out  
`Concordia Has Decided' 
Goodbye Coach Doherty 
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Letter to the editor 
The epitome of Concordia gone 
wrong... 
I am writing in response to a number of 
vocal and public shots taken at the 
Golden Bear and athletics here at 
Concordia University. First off, I will 
explain who I am. I am, apparently the 
opposite of what many students want to 
have at this university. I am an athlete, 
which appears to be strike one, and I 
am not Christian, which is strike two. 
Strike three comes from my idea that 
the Golden Bear is good for athletics, as 
well as the University. With all these 
strikes against me, I am obviously the 
type of student that is "wrong with 
Concordia." I am the epitome of losing 
focus on the mission statement of this 
:school. With that said, should I pack 
my bags and go? I do not think so. In 
the October issue of The Sword, the 
Golden Bear athletic programs were 
harshly criticized. "I have seen a big 
drop off in the Christian atmosphere 
here at Concordia," was written. I am 
obviously the reason. However, I do not 
know exactly what a "Christian atmos-
phere" is. I have Christian friends. 
Does that count as Christian? No more 
Hanukah parties for me. I volunteer, 
along with numerous other athletes, 
mentoring kids. I am involved in 
numerous organizations on campus, 
and have been in the past. I guess 
Concordia really goofed when they let 
me be a peer advisor as well as a resi-
dent advisor. They let a non-Christian 
athlete have some authority as far as 
campus life is concerned. I will take my 
free ride (which does not exist at 
Concordia) and go home. I think mak-
ing a big deal of the Golden Bear is 
good, not "the biggest waste of money of 
all time." Name for me another school 
that does not take pride in its athletic 
programs, and bashes it when pride is 
attempted to be instilled. The mascot 
needs work, but the idea is not bad. I do 
not own a single item of paraphernalia 
that says "Comets," but. I do own 
"Golden Bear" things. Wait, I better 
return them. "What is our focus?" 
That was how the letter from the Sword 
in October ended. The focus is not me. 
I came to Concordia for the education 
and communication programs, but 
obviously I did not know the focus. I 
would not be here if there was no foot-
ball team either. Gosh, I am out of 
place. I wonder if my friends know that 
I should not be here. 
Also, in the last issue of The 
Sword, the Golden Bear was compared 
to the Golden Calf. To put it bluntly, 
this comparison is far fetched on ideas 
that are completely ridiculous. I am a 
Golden Bear, but I do not follow it. I am 
proud to be an athlete, and represent 
the Concordia University Golden Bears. 
I do not worship the bear and I do not 
idolize the bear. I recognize what the 
bear is, and that is a mascot. It was also 
said that "The Golden Bear symbolizes 
a small school trying to be a big busi-
ness, which is a lack of trust in God." 
What is wrong with aspiring to grow? 
Does God not want us to have spirit? 
Are we not trusting God more by 
expanding? Or am I not qualified to 
answer these questions, because I am 
Concordia's problem anyway. I have 
read this story from the Torah (some 
people call that the Old Testament). I 
recognize what it said. It is a stretch, at 
best, to say it compares to the Golden 
Bear. The bear is a symbol of spirit, and 
way to represent Concordia, in athletics 
and out of athletics. The calf was to be 
a replacement for God. We are not 
replacing God. We are expanding the 
pride we take in Concordia. There is a 
difference, and it is immense. 
The other public bashing of 
athletics and the Golden Bear came on 
Mr. Chris's Neighborhood. This was an 
extremely poor representation of 
Concordia for a number of reasons. 
First off, the reporter, Katrina Guidera, 
must lose her biases in her questioning 
if she wants to be a respectable reporter. 
It is perfectly acceptable to have an 
opinion, and to express it. However, 
leading questions are not valid because 
they provoke only the answers that the 
questioner wishes to have. Secondly, 
there was no athletic representation in 
the survey. A true survey is random. It 
was obvious that Guidera was leading 
her interviewees into the answers she 
wanted. None of the interviewees, with 
the exception of the actual mascot, 
proved to be qualified to answer ques-
tions about the financial spending. 
There were only answers with specula-
tion. "Probably like" was the most corn-
mon phrase. We want facts. A reporter 
gets facts and opinions, but she simply 
gave opinions to other people for them 
to use. I know through personal experi-
ence in athletics, that there really is not 
very much money. Find an event or 
time when athletes are not doing their 
own fund-raising. I paid for my football 
suit, your tuition did not. Also, when 
was the last time students complained 
about spending on mission trips, acade-
mics, or theatre. They don't. The rea-
son is that those are integral parts of 
this university, and so are athletics. 
Last year, football players were made 
fun of in a public stand-up comedy skit. 
If athletes were to do this about any 
other group, there would have been out-
rage. We need to' lose the double-stan-
dard. Athletes are not dumb, contrary 
to popular belief. According to 
President Hoist, athletes actually come 
into Concordia with a higher average 
ACT score than other students. I even 
know some on the Dean's List. This 
stereotype is ludicrous. Athletes are 
smart, and like to have fun. I guess that 
goes against the values of Concordia, 
and are examples of focus gone wrong. 
I am an athlete and a student. I 
Intramural Sports: 
Opportunity for 
Everyone 
Barbara Eckhoff 
Concordia University offers a variety 
of intramural sports throughout the 
school year, creating perfect opportuni-
ties for the "all-star athletes" who 
couldn't find their shoes on the day of 
team try-outs. In season now are men's 
and women's 3 on 3 Basketball and 
coed Floor Hockey. 
3 on 3 Basketball presents a large 
group of competitors. The field 
includes 15 men's teams and 4 women's 
teams. Even if you're not on a team, 
being a spectator has been known to be 
almost as exciting. You never know 
when a dunk or a fight is going to occur 
and watching either of these sure beats 
homework. If you want to play, bring a 
pair of shoes and come over to the 
Gangelhoff Center. Bring some friends 
and your set to play. So I might have 
been exaggerating a little about the 
fights, but things do get hot and serious 
on the court. People come not only to 
play, but also to win, so be prepared. 
And one more word of advice: don't 
pick fights with the football players 
because they usually win. 
If you've never played floor hockey, 
you're missing out. No hockey skills 
are necessary. There are five coed 
Hockey teams competing this year for 
the crown. There is currently a dynasty 
at stake for the team "4Peat," the three-
time defending intramural champions. 
Games are played Tuesday nights, so 
come see if any one can stop this 
unbeaten team. 
Steve Stokol is the coordinator of 
both these intramural events and he 
would like to encourage all students, 
faculty, and staff to participate. If 
you've signed up on a team, please 
show up to the scheduled games, it is 
much more exciting to play than to for-
feit. Intramural athletics are fun and 
exciting. Participation helps to bring 
together teammates and opponents, 
making us stronger as a whole at 
Athlete gives his side of argument 
Volleyball Team fought hard through season, ending with record of 9-33 for First year in NCAA II 
Congratulations Giesselmann, Schultz, Wampole, Olson, Kelley, and Miller, Leading Team in Statistics 
By Marlena Ressie 
The Concordia University women's 
volleyball team ended their season on 
Sunday November 14 by playing 
Northern State University. Though they 
played throughout the year with all they 
had and left everything on the court, the 
Bears did not win a conference game 
and finished with an overall record was 
9-33. Each player knew they had to give 
their best effort each game in order to 
overcome physical and mental obstacle's 
that stood in their way. 
According to junior Kaleif Palmer, 
"The season was tough. The team knew 
it would be a challenging year, but it was 
still rougher than anticipated, entering 
the new conference and all." Palmer 
also added, "We had a hard time com-
peting with the other teams in the begin-
ning, but I believe at first we were a lit-
tle intimidated. It got frustrating at 
times and we wanted to give up. The 
team chose never to give up and because  
of that it made us a closer and stronger 
team." 
The season showed that it was a build-
ing year for the team and this process 
will continue over the next couple of 
years. The season's roster reflected this, 
as the Bears played with 10 freshman 
and only six returning players. Since 
this team was young and inexperienced, 
it will hopefully be another strong 
recruiting year for the team. Coach Liz 
Perryman stated, "Conference coaches 
were very impressed with the improve-
ment the Golden Bears have portrayed 
throughout the season. Once we get a 
few years of recruiting and experience at 
this level under us, they fear we may be 
a dominating threat." 
Important highlights for the women's 
volleyball team include beginning the 
season by winning the 1999 Concordia 
Invitational Tournament and securing a 
third place finish at the Hamline 
Tournament where Concordia finished  
with a 3-1 record. Perryman stated, 
"Defensively, we competed with any 
team in the NSIC conference. We were 
competitive enough that all the NSIC 
school needed to keep their starters in 
order to beat us. We're just a few play-
ers away." 
Two seniors leaving the volleyball pro-
gram this year are Brenda Giesselmann 
and Andrea Miller. This was Brenda 
Giesselmann second year involved with 
the program. Her contributions have 
been an asset to the entire program. 
Giesselmann lead the team in kills for 
the past two seasons with 313 in 1998 
and 321 this season. She also led the 
team with 29 solo blocks, 39 assists, and 
674 digs. Andrea Miller is a four-year 
starter and has also been an essential 
part of the program, providing leader-
ship as well as outstanding on court per-
formances. Her career statistics include 
1,244 digs, 2,025 assists, 148 services 
aces, and she maintained a serving aver- 
age of 93 percent. 
Overall individual statistical leaders 
for the Bears include: Giesselmann, fin-
ishing the year with 309 kills; Chelsea 
Schultz, with 26; and Kate Wampole, 
with 139. Miller led the team in assists 
with 697 and Michelle Olson followed 
with 289. Laura Kelley lead the team in 
services aces, having 42, and Schultz and 
Miller having 36 each. Schnitz totaled 
403 digs for the season, Miller with 390, 
and Giesselmann had 354. Wampole 
and Giesselmann each had 68 blocks for 
the season and Kaleif Palmer added 43. 
The team's off-season will include 
weight training and a conditioning pro-
gram. The spring season will begin on 
March 6, 2000 with practices and tour-
naments. Individual players have said 
that they want to better themselves in 
the off-season and push one another for 
personal improvement. Palmer stated, 
"The coaches never gave up on any of us. 
They tried to keep us positive and on the 
Sports 
December 10, 1999 Sword, Concordia University 
Men's Basketball starts season in Hawaii Season Looks 
Challenging for 
Ready for NSIC Conference Play 	Women's Hoops 
Joe Austin 
A 2-2 start, including a third place 
finish at the BYU- Hawaii Tournament, 
has the Golden Bear men's basketball 
team poised to tackle their first season 
in the NSIC conference. 
The men began their 30 game sched-
ule with a 79-77 victory at Mayville 
State on November 20. Endo Aranbarri 
led the attack with 19 points and three 
assists. Matt Oswald, Ben Kleoppel, and 
Nathan McLeod added six rebounds 
each in the victory. The Golden Bears 
shot a season high 46 percent, and also 
set season highs in steals with 15 and 
blocked shots with four. 
St. John's, the second opponent for 
the Golden Bears, proved to be too much 
on November 21, as the Johnnies 
defended their home court, handing CU 
an 84-62 defeat. Matt Oswald led CU in 
scoring with 16 points and also grabbed 
six rebounds. 
For the next two games of the young 
season, the men boarded a flight and 
winged to Hawaii for the BYU- Hawaii 
Tournament. Once on the ground, their 
first opponent was the host team, BYU-
Hawaii. Despite 16 points on 8-14 shoot-
ing from Aranbarri, and nine points and 
six assists from Josh Delich, the Bears 
fell short 92-75. The Bears would fair 
much better in the second game, secur-
ing a 3rd place finish with a 90-87 victo- 
(Shane Eggerstedt/ Sword) 
ry again Doane College. Several players 
turned in strong performances, includ-
ing Brandon Oswald who scored 15 
points on 9-13 shooting, including 4-4 
from three-point range. McLeod shot 
8-10 from the floor and 8-8 from the free 
throw line in scoring 24 point to lead the 
Bears. Delich scored 18 points and 
dished out seven assists. Aranbarri, who 
was selected to the all-tournament team, 
scored 16 points and added four assists. 
The Bears played St. Thomas at 
the Metrodome on December 2 and host 
Crown College at home on December 3. 
Conference play started at Mankato 
State the 7 before hosting Winona State 
on the 11 and St. Cloud State on the 18. 
Melissa Bargfrede 
The season looks to hold some chal-
lenges for the Golden Bears' women's 
basketball team, but along with chal-
lenges come opportunities for excellent 
games. Head Coach Crystal Flint-
Holloman is back for her third year to 
lead the team, assisted by Concordia 
alumnus Connie Kiedrowski and new-
comer John Motherwell. 
Hard work and talent com-
bine forces to build the 1999-
2000 team. New freshmen as 
well as a great class of trans-
fers make up the majority of 
the team. The only returning 
players this year are junior 
Elise Williams and sophomores 
Katherine Bates and Blair 
Hample. These three made up 
the core leadership last year 
for the team. Bates' capabili-
ties at point and Williams' 
experience at forward will 
surely be counted on, as will 
the versatility offered by 
Hample, who played at sever-
al positions last year. 
This Concordia squad opened 
its season at home on 
At thee *ices, st's too bad 
we dOn't - sell_ cars. 
Maybe one day we will sell cars, food and everything else you need. But right now, it's great deals on textbooks every day. You can save up to 40%, and you'll get your books in 
1 to 3 days. Not that you would, but don't sweat using a credit card. VarsityBooks.com  is 100% guaranteed secure. Try saying that about a new SUV. 
SAVE UP TO 40% ON TEXTBOOKS. 
Books .cot-, 
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Community Basks in Christmas Memories; 
Not All Go to Grandmother's House 
Margaret Koegel 
Dana Dafoe, junior 
When my father was still alive my fami-
ly would always have winter picnics. We 
would stretch out a blanket in front of 
the fire place. Then we would all sit 
around the fire, roast hot dogs and 
marshmallows, and drink hot chocolate. 
One year my mother even made ice 
cream out of snow from some special 
recipe. 
Kaleif Palmer, junior 
My favorite memory of Christmas is 
drinking hot chocolate with my family 
on christmas morning while we open 
presents. Especially last Christmas 
when my sister was really sick and 
almost passed away. She returned home 
Christmas day, and opening presents 
did not really matter because we had 
each other, but boy did that hot choco-
late taste extra good. 
Kjel Alkire, senior 
My favorite holiday memory is dislodg-
ing my annual can of S&W black, pitted 
olives, unwrapping them with greatly 
embellished delight and putting them on 
each of my fingers while making motor-
cycle noises. thanks for asking. 
Lisa LeGrand, junior 
Every Christmas I go to my 
Grandmother's house for presents, oys-
ter stew, and family. I remember one 
Christmas in particular. My dad was 
driving our little red two door Citation 
automoble. My sister and I sat in the 
car while our parents distrubuted all of 
the Santa gifts under the tree. Then, we 
were off to Virgil (a tiny town of about 
40 people at the time). It was blizzard-
ing. My sister and I kept ourselves busy 
on the thirty minute drive looking out 
the rear window. We were searching for 
the fat man in the red suit and his eight 
reindeer. We were just waiting for him to 
land so we could ask him about his 
cookies and milk. 
Michael and Lori Charron, Professors 
in the Communication Studies Dept. 
Ordway Music Theatre 
seeksPT sales Associate to 
sell tickets by phone. Sales & 
customer serv. exp. required. 
Must be computer literate. 30 
hrs/wk, weekdays between 
8:45am and 5:45pm, shifts 
are: full time, afternoons or 
mornings. $7/hr. Call 651- 
229-3619, fax resume to 651-
224-1830, or email jobs@ord-
way.org . EEO/AA. 
Christmas eve is celebrated in our home 
with the children (including extended 
family) creating their "Christmas 
Pageant" while everyone else cleans up 
after Christmas dinner. The "Pageant" 
is a re-enactment of the nativity with 
Grandpa reading the Christmas story 
and 	everyone 	else 	acting 	it 
out.(Sometimes even the adults are cast 
in "key roles" — a.k.a. thee donkey.) The 
play always includes costumes, some-
times music, and always laughter. 
Rosie Braun, Student Advising and 
Career Center 
One tradition is that we always go to 
Candlelight service Christmas Eve to 
celebrate Jesus' birthday! Another is 
that we all (my five children) bake little 
gingerbread houses and decorate them 
to take to shut-ins or friends. Even 
though my children are grown, every 
time I say "maybe we shouldn't make 
gingerbread houses this year", they all 
say - "Oh, we have to make them 
because I want to give one to so and so." 
Of course, now I have a little grand-
daughter who really enjoyed looking at 
all the candy, eating it & making a little 
house. I always bring one to CSP in the 
advising & career center and let stu-
dents and faculty put their names in a 
drawing to see who gets to take one 
home. 
David J. Bredehoft, Professor of 
Psychology 
My fondest Christmas memory is one as 
an adult. I was probably 35 years old, 
but I had never ever really experienced a 
Christmas with my father until this 
particular one. You see, my dad was a 
pastor for more that 42 years. Pastors 
spend Christmas at church, and not 
really with their family, or at best we 
would share dad with the church. This 
particular Christmas, Adena and I went 
home to Cascade, Colorado. We were 
the only children to make it home that 
Christmas. It began snowing on 
December 23. Before it was all over, we 
Margaret Koegel 
We are all familiar with the day after 
Thanksgiving: bust out the credit card 
and put ourselves into hundreds, some-
times thousands of dollars of debt from 
shopping. Every year on the busiest 
shopping day of the season, lines form 
outside of some stores long before they 
even open. During this time of reflection 
and renewal, most people tend to feel 
more overwhelmed and exhausted with 
all of the holiday activities. 
During this time of year, most everyone 
is short of time and in an attempt to 
show their love for others, they give. 
They give toys, clothes, pets, books, 
movies, music, stocks, bonds, and cash, 
cold, hard cash. Let us not forget about 
sweet Aunt Mildred, who gives socks and 
underwear every single year. All of this  
had more than 30 inches. We were total-
ly snowed in! It was the only time dad 
cancelled a church service in his life! 
The absolute - best - Christmas gift that 
I ever got from my dad in my entire life 
was being with dad - that Christmas! 
Jonna Stark :-), junior 
One of the things I love about Christmas 
is when the whole fam is together, and 
we go around the room and each one of 
us tells one of the things we are most 
thankful for this year. It really lets us 
know what is going on in everyone's lives 
and makes us realize how blessed we 
are! 
Andrew minor Baker, senior 
My favorite Christmas memory was: I 
was in high school, and like any kid, I 
would always look for my presents 
before they were wrapped. I, of course, 
was an exceptionally intelligent child 
and found my future gifts rather quick-
ly. The only problem was that my Mom 
caught me doing it, and told me that my 
presents would not be wrapped for 
Christmas. So on Christmas morning 
underneath the tree there were all of 
these unwrapped gifts. 
Margaret Koegel, fifth year 
Christmas was always such a stressful 
holiday for not only my immediate fam-
ily, but my extended family as well. 
Everyone was rushing all day, someone 
was always fighting with someone, the 
turkey is always dry... So my mother 
took it upon herself to decide that she 
would spend Christmas Eve with her 
five children, at home, relaxing for the 
entire day. I don't know if we have ever 
had so much fun and been so silly 
around each other. We really "bonded". 
Aimee Bruening, student 
There were seven of us kids growing up 
and then my mom and dad. We always 
had trouble deciding how to open pre-
sents because there were so many of us 
and we all wanted to watch each other 
open each gift. We kids never had any 
money so it was always hilarious to see 
giving may have a skewed connotation-
giving and giving and giving some more 
may tell someone "I haven't spent the 
time I had wished to this year, so this is 
my way of making you feel special, like 
you are an important part of my life." 
We all know that the more material 
things we have, the less value any indi-
vidual item has. Since nothing has much 
value anymore, we give more in order to 
provide some sort of value. Where is the 
love? 
Here are some ways to reduce con-
sumption over the upcoming holiday 
season: 
• Brown grocery bags with sim-
ple decoration work for wrapping 
paper! 
• Purchase gift wrapping paper 
made from recycled paper. 
what kind of gifts our siblings would 
come up with, so to solve our problem, 
my creative brother came up with this 
idea. He put a bunch of little tags in a 
glass. There was a tag in the glass for 
every gift exchange possible. He always 
got to draw the first one and whatever 
the tag said is what went. For example, 
if he pulled out Mom gives to Dad, then 
my Mom gave her gift to my Dad and we 
all watched him open it and then my dad 
would draw another tag which would 
read two different people. This would 
take us hours to do, but it was so fun and 
a great time to spend together. 
President Bob Hoist 
One of my favorite Christmas memories 
is of my wife and our three children sit-
ting in our living room around a well-
decorated Christmas tree singing 
Christmas carols and hymns. We would 
take turns choosing which song to sing 
next. 
Gretchen 	Beecroft, 	President's 
Administrative Assistant 
On Christmas Eve, my grandmother 
always came out to the farm and stayed 
overnight. After Christmas Eve Service, 
we would all pile in the car and head out 
to the farm. After coats were removed 
every settled in the living room for our 
own little program, which had been 
dutifully planned by my brother and 
me. Everyone had a part in the pro-
gram.Grandm a would choose the 
hymns we'd sing. My Dad would read 
the Christmas story from the Bible. My 
Mother would read "Twos the Night 
Before Christmas" in her most dramat-
ic way. I would sing or play a flute solo 
and my brother would play a cornet 
solo. When we were small and had lines 
memorized from the church Christmas 
program, those would also be part of the 
program. We always closed with the 
Lord's Prayer and Silent Night. 
Sarah Pieper, Junior 
When I was 6....as I was singing in the 
Sunday school Christmas program I 
• Simply tie a bow around extra 
large presents as opposed to wasting 
all of that paper. 
• Buy greeting cards made from 
recycled paper, OR use your laptop 
to send e-cards. 
• Use yourself as a gift (babysit-
ting, an afternoon of cards, prepar-
ing a dinner, etc.); what a way to 
save some cash!! 
• Give tickets (sporting events, 
theater, museums) or gift certifi-
cates, the recipient will cherish the 
experience provided. 
After the holidays, remember to col-
lect all unwanted goods/gifts and contact 
a Charity ( for example, The Epilepsy 
Foundation or Goodwill) that could put 
these goods to some sort of use. Seasons 
greetings with a reminder to be friendly 
Make Christmas Earth User Friendly 
Tips for Saving the Earth While Saving Money 
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If Only I May Finish the Race... 
`One Who Goes All Out' 
Dr. Carter 
If Only I May Finish the Race... 
I regret that after the beginning of the 
season I saw more volleyball practices 
than games. On the other hand, seeing 
student athletes in practice day after 
day, week after week teaches something 
about commitment that we could all 
learn from. If you have taken some time 
to get acquainted with volleyball, in 
either collegiate play or "serious" recre-
ational play—two on two, sand, etc.—
then there are other things about volley-
ball with which you can be impressed. 
Both when players are well executed in a 
game and when they are practiced over 
and over again are impressive. In some 
ways, of course, the spike with its display 
of power and control is awesome. Then 
I think of trying to oppose a spike—a 
good block— well, no, I don't want to 
think of that because of all that power 
coming at you. The willingness to block, 
yet alone the skill and its practice—
impressive. But I donn't think that that 
is a Christmas issue. 
Pastor Benke 
One of the questions I hear from stu-
dents all the time is "Why can't we cele-
brate Christmas more before we go 
home on break? We don't get to sing 
enough of the carols and Christmas 
songs that everyone else seems to be 
singing. What's the Advent thing all 
about?" While I was asked to write 
about Christmas I'd like to explore the 
themes of Advent with you. 
Recently I read an article about Advent 
in which the author quotes a friend who 
says, "Every Advent I feel like a charac-
ter in a bad detective novel. I know 
what's going to happen, and yet I pre-
tend to be stupid enough not to have fig-
ured it out. Good grief, everybody 
knows that Jesus is going to be born at 
the end of the story. After all, why else 
would the color for Advent be blue, but 
that we know the baby is a boy!" 
Frankly, I'd never thought about the 
color connection. I assumed it was the 
color of royalty for the soon to come 
King. However, over Thanksgiving 
break I preached at Hope Lutheran 
church and found out the color blue is 
the color of HOPE. Advent is our season 
of HOPE. 
The four weeks of Advent are not 
weeks spent in denial. We are not look-
ing forward to December 25. We are not 
looking forward to Christmas – not real-
ly. We are considering all the promises 
God has made to us and the promises 
He fulfilled in the incredible miracle of 
the Incarnation. God's chosen people 
waited in hope for God to send them the 
Messiah. We know that the Messiah 
came to us in Christ Jesus. But we are a 
The dig might be a Christmas issue. 
You've recognized the pads team mem-
bers wear? It seems to me that for some 
digs the players deserve as much 
padding as a football team. Now, as I 
understand it, any dig "counts": if you 
keep the ball in play you've served your 
team. But I'm thinking especially of 
those all out, flat out, hit-the-floor-
hands-extended desperate digs that save 
the point, that prevent the kill. 
What else would you call it than a dig, 
when God is in the manger where the 
sheep usually eat? Satan is attacking all 
along the net and none of us but one is 
smart enough or fast enough to prevent 
the kill. There is One who goes all out, 
flat out, hits the dirt and gets hurt in the 
process, for the rest of the team. In a 
sense, God spent all of eternity practic-
ing for the match in Bethlehem. There 
was straw on the court, but God chose to 
risk it and get himself dirty, to save the 
point, to make the win possible for the 
team. 
And he had no pads when he hit the 
"waiting people" just as they were 
"waiting people." We celebrate and 
affirm that "Our Lord has come!" 
(Which, by the way, is one meaning for 
the word Advent) 
We also cry out in hope saying, "Come, 
0 Lord!" (the other meaning for the 
word Advent, which is a translation of 
the first century cry of the early 
Christians in Aramaic, Maranatha). You 
see, the word Advent is actually a play 
on words! 
The glorious cry of Christmas that 
"God is With Us" enables us to sing glo-
rious alleluias, happy carols, and joyous 
hymns of praise. Advent invites us to 
step back from the blatantly commercial 
aspects of the secular Christmas season 
to consider the state of our world and 
the desperate need all people have for 
the Savior God sent to us in Jesus. 
Advent encourages us to prepare our 
hearts for a meaningful celebration of 
the promise God kept at Christ's birth 
and acknowledge there are promises 
God will yet fulfill. "Our Lord has 
come!" and "Come, 0 Lord" remain 
the cries of Advent. 
Is it wrong to sing Christmas carols in 
this season? Not really, as we do know 
that God kept His promise and sent us 
His only-begotten Son. That is reason 
enough to praise God at all times. Does 
Advent pull us back from the desperate 
flurry of this time of year to consider the 
true meaning of the gift of our Savior, 
Jesus, and the promises God will keep 
in our lives now, and fulfill completely at 
Christ's return? Yes. So let yourself be 
torn a bit by the quandary of this pun 
called Advent. "Rejoice greatly, o daugh- 
(Shane Eggerstedt/ Sword) 
Monthly Devotion  
Happy New Year! 
Aimee Bruening 
"A voice of one calling in the desert 
prepare the way for the Lord; make 
straight in the wilderness a highway for 
our God. Every valley shall be raised 
up, every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become level, the 
rugged places a plain. And the glory of 
the Lord will be revealed, and all 
mankind together will see it. For the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken." Isaiah 
40:3-5 
Happy New Year! Happy New Year! 
Wow, what an exciting time. No, I am 
not talking about the millenium, but 
something far more exciting. This is the 
start of a new church year! There are no 
worries of computer break-downs or 
explosives going off, only the pure 
excitement and anticipation of trumpets 
sounding and a cloud coming down 
from the sky and a Savior-returning just 
as he promised! The first four weeks of 
the "New Year" is called Advent. Advent 
is spent in preparation for the coming of 
Christ. In these four weeks before 
Christmas, Christians look ahead to the 
return of Christ as they prepare to cele-
brate the word made flesh. 
It is not uncommon for people to skip 
over or misunderstand Advent as an 
extended Christmas season. With so 
much to look forward to, like parties 
Happy New Year! 
and gift buying, not many realize that 
Advent even exists but Advent is very 
important. Christ's arrival on this earth 
the first time was God's gift to his peo-
ple. Through Jesus' suffering, death and 
resurrection, God has given us the hope 
of eternal life with him. As Jesus left, he 
promised to return to give those who 
believe another gift: He will come again 
with a new heaven and a new earth. As 
we celebrate the birth of Christ at 
Christmas, we celebrate the return of 
Christ in Advent. 
It is easy to be tempted by the ways of 
the world that lure us into forgetting 
what God has promised. With the hus- 
tle and bustle of all that happins during . 	- 
the "holiday season" it is easy to find 
ourselves on Christmas Eve forgetting 
_ that Advent ever was. However, is we 
get our gifts ready to put under the tree, 
and as we bake our cookies to share with 
loved ones, keep in mind the wonderful 
gift and the hope that is to come. God's 
love for us is so deep that he would send 
us a Savior to live our life and die a hor-
rible death, but then raised him to victo-
ry and promised to come back again. 
This is what we have to look forward to. 
Will it happen on January 1st? Does it 
matter? I only know that when God 
does return, the event will be more spec-
tacular then any Christmas lights or 
Why Do We Have Advent 
Before Christmas? 
Peace 	Co 
I. • 
r, 
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There are those who shy away from challenges. And then there are 
those who travel 9,000 miles looking for them. 
Peace Corps still needs 
400 English teachers, 150 ag/environmentalists, & 200 businesp professionals 
for overseas assignments leaving between April and August—ALL majors can apply. 
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''''' 	 '''''' •••••,, '' ' 
• 	 . • '•••, 	 2 ,-, 	 •  
is*wr 
Ads 
Sword, Concordia University 	 December 10, 1999 
Should Christians point out 
heresy? Earth - the visited 
plant? 
Issues, Etc. - LCMS Talk Radio 
/ www.issuesetc.org  
KKMS 980 AM, Sun 9-llp.m. 
December 12 
"The Abortion Debate Focus: Woman or 
Child?" 
Scott Klusendorf, Director of Bioethics 
Stand to Reason 
"Responding to Heresy" 
Dr. H. Wayne House, Professor of Biblical 
Studies and Apologetics 
Faith Seminary-Tacoma, WA 
December 19 
"Messianic Prophecy" 
Dr. Andrew Bartelt, Professor of 
Exegetical Theology 
Concordia Seminary-St. Louis, 
MO 
"The Origin & Meaning of Christmas 
Symbols" 
Gretchen Passantino, Co-Founder 
Answers in Action 
Receptionist/Administrative Assistant 
The Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra 
Ambitious, organized, multi-talented ind. w/ outstanding phone 
skills to answer phones, greet visitors and provide admin. sup- 
port; incl. processing incoming and outgoing mail. Previous 
office exp. pref. Good communication skills essential! Word 
processing and spreadsheet experience required. 25 hrs. per 
wk. for job share. Send resume w/ sal. req. to Kasey 
Gerkovich,SPCO, 408 St. Peter St., #500 St. Paul, MN 55102. 
EOE. 
PHONE READERS NEEDED-P/T HOURS 
SHIFTS: 6-9PM, M-F & 10-2PM ON SAT. 
GREAT FOR STUDENTS WITH ONLY SIX HOURS TO SPARE 
A WEEK. $8.00 TO $13.00 PER HR. + BONUSES; CALL 
BOBBY AT 612-717-0700. 2:00PM TO 4:00PM ONLY. 
Holiday Student Work 
$12.30 Base/Appt. 
No exp. nec.,cust. sales/service. 
No Telemarketing/Door to Door. 
4-8 week work programs avail. 
Internships/Scholarships avail. Conditions exist. 
Guaranteed bi-weekly base pay. 
Call Now! 651-268-0562 
MAZATLAN 2000 from $399 ( after discount). 14 FREE 
meals, 23 Hours of FREE Drinks, $30 EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT, 
$100 off Trip in 2001!!! CALL FREE 
1-800-244-4463, www.collegetours.com  
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